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On the Construction of Lifelong Learning
System for School Teachers in Information
Society An Examination of In—service Teacher
Education Reform and Development in Japan
since the mid—1980s

RAO Congman

Faculty of Education Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China

Abstract Since the mid—1980s in—service teacher education in Japan has entered a new
period of reform and development, a period of deep reform and rapid development aiming to
construct a lifelong learning system for school teachers. The deep reform and rapid develop-
ment has mainly happened in integration of in—service education with pre—service teacher
education and systematization of in—service teacher education opportunities and resources
institutionalization of in—service teacher education and upgrading of in—service teacher ed-
ucation to the graduate level. In terms of constructing lifelong learning system Japan has
done well in promoting integration of teacher education and systematization of in—service
teacher education, but performed unsatisfactorily in respecting and promoting teachers’ au-
tonomy and subjectivity.
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